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Minutes of a Regular Meeting 
Board of Commissioners 
Central Arkansas Water 

 
April 10, 2025 

 
The Board of Commissioners of Central Arkansas Water (CAW) convened in a regular meeting 
at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 10, 2025, via Teams and in the Filter Gallery of the Jack H. Wilson 
Water Treatment Plant, located at 338 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 
Present: 
 
Ms. Carmen Smith, Chair 
Mr. Jay Hartman, Vice Chair 
Mr. Kevin Newton, Secretary-Treasurer 
Mr. Jim McKenzie, Commissioner  
Dr. Jay Barth, Commissioner 
Ms. Melanie Hoggard, Commissioner  
 
via Teleconferencing: 
 
Ms. Kandi Hughes, Commissioner  
 
CAW Staff in Attendance: 
 
Mr. Tad Bohannon, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. Blake Weindorf, P.E., Chief Operating Officer 
Mr. David Johnson, General Counsel 
Ms. Jo Courtney, Chief Administrative Officer  
Mr. Danny Dunn, Director of Distribution 
Mr. Jason Williams, Troubleshooter 
Mr. Sam Zethaban, Director of Water Production 
Mr. Bryan Rupar, Watershed Protection Manager 
Mr. Doug Graham, Optimization Manager 
Mr. Andrew McLemore, Laboratory Supervisor 
Mr. Jim Ferguson, P.E., Director of Engineering 
Ms. Lauren Reynolds, Controller 
Mr. Allen Vincent, Director of Information Services  
Mr. Joe Ginn, Information Services Technician I 
Ms. Teletha Leonard, Director of Human Resources 
Ms. Heide Harrell, Director of Communications 
Ms. Mary Dyson, Executive Assistant 
 
CAW Staff via Teleconferencing: 
 
Mr. Alex Harper, Senior Information Services Manager 
Mr. Andrew Pownall, P.E., Senior Engineer 
Ms. Angeline Baldwin, Senior Accountant 
Ms. Christy Loggins, Organizational Development Manager 
Ms. Cynthia Edwards, Director of Finance 
Mr. Doug Farler, Operations Manager 
Ms. Gwendolyn Osler, Laboratory Technician 
Mr. Itayi Pondwa, Finance Manager 
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Mr. Jeff Eades, Infrastructure Manager 
Mr. Ken Rood, Chemist 
Ms. Liz Tuck-Rowan, Purchasing Manager 
Ms. Nichole Freeman, Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Mr. Patrick Greene, Customer Service Field Manager 
Ms. ReShonda Powell, Human Resource Generalist 
Ms. Samantha Williams-Davis, Communications Specialist & Brand Manager 
Mr. Sean Owens, Facilities Operator Supervisor 
Ms. Suzette Ginn, Communications Assistant 
Mr. Terry Frazier, Director of Customer Service 
 
Also, in Attendance:  
 
Mr.  Joe Flaherty, AR Dem-Gaz 
 
Also, in Attendance via Teleconferencing: 
 
Mr. Jordan Johnson, JPJ Consulting, LLC 
Mr. Kevin, Unverified 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Smith called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  
 
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION 
 
Mr. Dunn recognized Jason Williams for 30 years of dedicated service, and Mr. Zethaban 
recognized Doug Graham for 30 years of dedicated service. The Commissioners thanked them 
for their service. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the March 13, 2025, regular meeting were unanimously approved upon a motion duly 
made by Commissioner Newton and seconded by Commissioner Hoggard. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Ms. Reynolds provided a year-to-date financial update on utility operations and the 2025 Memphis 
Gas, Light, and Water (MGLW) Rate Survey.  
 
INFORMATION SHARING  
 
Watershed Update 
 
Mr. Rupar made a presentation on watershed staffing, duties, and projects. He provided 
information on an Army Corps of Engineers $3,000,000 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Grant to 
restore the Maumelle River to its natural flow; Hydrilla treatment at Lake Maumelle; the Maumelle 
Pinnacles Connector Trail; Friends of the Ouachita Trail shelter, and education and outreach. He 
also announced that CAW was awarded the Exemplary Source Water Protection Award from 
American Water Works Association (AWWA) for large drinking water systems. The award 
recognizes drinking water systems that have developed and are implementing exemplary source 
water protection programs. He thanked the board, their predecessors, and CAW staff who came 
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