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Mach 11, 2010 

Minutes of a Regular Meeting 
Board of Commissioners 
Central Arkansas Water 

 
March 11, 2010 

 
The Board of Commissioners, Central Arkansas Water (CAW), convened in a regular meeting at 
2 p.m. Thursday, March 11, 2010, in the Board Room of the James T. Harvey Administration 
Building.  The building location is 221 East Capitol Avenue in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
 
Present: 
 

Mr. Jay Hartman, Chair 
Mr. Anthony Kendall, Vice Chair 
Ms. Francille Turbyfill, Secretary/Treasurer 
Ms. Adrienne Bradley, Commissioner 
Mr. Eddie Powell, Commissioner 
Mr. Thomas W. Rimmer, Commissioner 
Dr. Roby Robertson, Commissioner 
 
CAW staff in attendance: 
 

Mr. Graham W. Rich, P.E., Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. Thad Luther, P.E., Chief Operating Officer 
Mr. Gary P. Pittman, Chief Financial Officer 
Ms. Marie A. Crawford, Director of Communications 
Mr. Jim Ferguson, P.E., Director of Engineering 
Mr. Martin Maner, P.E., Director of Watershed Management 
Mr. Allen Vincent, Director of Information Services  
Mr. Dale Kimbrow, Manager of Planning, Regionalism and Future Water Source 
Ms. Stephanie Hymel, Stewardship Coordinator 
Ms. Connie Horn, Management Secretary 
Mr. Tad Bohannon, Attorney for CAW with Wright, Lindsey & Jennings, L.L.P. 
 
Also in attendance:  
 

Mr. Barry Haas, Citizens Protecting Maumelle Watershed 
Ms. Kathleen Oleson, League of Women Voters of Pulaski County 
Ms. Kristin Netterstrom, Reporter, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
Mr. Michael Poindexter, Assistant Vice President, Regions Insurance 
Mr. Paul Strickland, P.E., Project Manager, Garver Engineers 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
 

Mr. Jay Hartman, Chair, called to order the March 11, 2010 meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 

Mr. Graham W. Rich, P.E., Chief Executive Officer, introduced guests. 
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APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES  
 

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the February 11, 2010 Meeting were 
approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
First Right of Refusal 
 
Mr. Rich said that staff is requesting approval to make the yearly payment of $154,426 to the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers for the First Right of Refusal to take 120 MGD of water from Lake 
DeGray. 
 
Mr. Rich also presented an analysis of various options regarding purchase of CAW’s option for 
120 MGD of water from Lake DeGray.  He noted there is also a yearly payment of $25,000 to 
the Ouachita River Water District for management fees. 
 
Mr. Rich discussed three options for handling the First Right of Refusal, along with the pros and 
cons of each option. 
 

1. Continue the present interest-only payment plan that CAW is currently following. 
2. Add $5 million to the 2010 Bond Issue to immediately purchase the water rights 
3. Accumulate the purchase price by setting aside funds from rates over a three-year 

period. 
 
Mr. Rich said that this presentation is only for informational purposes at this time.  He added 
that later this year staff will make a recommendation as to which option to pursue.   
 
Upon a motion duly made by Dr. Roby Robertson, Commissioner, and seconded by Ms. 
Adrienne Bradley, Commissioner, the payment was approved. 
 
CONTRACTS/PURCHASES 
 

Upon motions duly made and seconded, the following contracts were approved: 
 

• A contract with Building & Utility Contractors in the amount of $281,530.00 to replace a 
12-inch diameter asbestos cement water main with approximately 3,225 linear feet of 
12-inch diameter ductile iron pipe, 550 linear feet of 8-inch diameter ductile iron pipe, 
and eight (8) fire hydrants in West 31st and Center Streets. 

• A contract with S.J. Louis Construction of Texas in the amount of $4,059,818.00 for the 
installation of approximately 11,000 L.F. of 42-inch diameter water main from Crystal Hill 
Road (Hwy. 100) to the west property line of Camp Robinson located in North Little Rock 
and Pulaski County.  (As part of the Northbelt Transmission Main Project, this work is 
jointly funded by Cabot, Jacksonville, North Pulaski Water, and CAW.  CAW’s share for 
this section of the transmission main is $1,093,065.40.  The involved parties will 
reimburse CAW for their share of the cost.) 

• A three-year contract with Arkansas Mailing Services in the amount of $193,671.00 for 
bill insert and mailing services.  The contract provides an option to extend the contract 
for three (3) additional one (1) year terms.  
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
 

Watershed 
 

Mr. Martin Maner, P.E., Director of Watershed Management, provided an update on watershed 
issues. 
 
(Mr. Kendall arrived to the meeting.) 
 

• The contract between CAW and Pulaski County for management and enforcement of the 
Stormwater Management and Drainage Manual Site Evaluation Tools (SET) will be 
considered by the Pulaski County Planning Board on March 23 and the Pulaski County 
Quorum Court on April 27. 

• A public workshop on low-impact development was held on March 30. 
• A workshop on future use of the Winrock Grass Farm was held March 15-17.  Among 

attendees were CAW staff, Pulaski County officials, and owners of property within the 
watershed. 

• On March 1, a workshop on stream mechanics was held at the Winrock Grass Farm. 
 

Regionalism 
 

Mr. Dale Kimbrow, Manager of Planning, Regionalism, and Future Water Source, provided an 
update on regionalism and planning activities. 
 
Finance 
 

Mr. Gary Pittman, Chief Financial Officer, provided a summarized year-to-date Financial Report 
on utility operations. 
 
BOARD BRIEFING 
 

Mr. Rich provided an update on the following items: 
 

• A Commission Retreat has been scheduled for Friday, April 2 at 8:30 a.m.  The retreat 
will be held in the CAW Board Room, Third Floor, of 221 East Capitol Avenue. 

 
• The 2nd Annual Stakeholders meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 12 at 10:00 a.m.  

The meeting will be held at the Woman’s City Club, Junior League of Little Rock 
Building, 401 Scott Street, Little Rock 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

With there being no further business, Chair Hartman adjourned the meeting.  
 
 
 
   
Francille Turbyfill, Secretary/Treasurer 
 











































































































































RESOLUTION 2010-16 
 

VOID 
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